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This series presents our results for Taiwan as part of our three-location " Plants in adverse
environments — Taiwan " research. We discuss botany and geography, and attempt to connect our
research with past and present cultural history and social circumstances.

(1) "Successful Beachheads': Beach Plants in Shihmen Township on Taiwan's North Coast
(2) "Urban Residents": Plants in Adverse Urban Environments in Metropolitan Taipei
(3) "Internal Migrants": Riverbank Vegetable Garden Plants in Da-lu-an Village

(1) ""Successful Beachheads': Beach Plants in Shihmen Township on Taiwan's North Coast
The pebble beaches of Shihmen Township are a very unstable environment. Located at the

junction of the Taiwan Straits and Pacific Ocean, this area contains plants that have drifted on the
currents of the Pacific. More than twenty short, small streams radiate from the volcanic spine of Mt.
Datun. The area is at the northern tip of the subtropical zone, putting it near the boundary line for
many species. Due to the fickle environmental conditions, including the salt spray and north wind in
winter, the vast majority of plants can only survive temporarily. This narrow pebbly beach is a
precarious beachhead for seedlings from nearby areas.

(2) ""Urban Residents': Plants in Adverse Urban Environments in Metropolitan Taipei

The Taipei basin was created after a lake at the foot of a volcano gradually became dry land.
The urbanization of Taipei was followed by the spread of dense thickets of apartments and high-rise
buildings. The city has been built up using vast amounts of cement, which has created an adverse
environment where wild plants find it very difficult to survive. But when the city has gradually
fallen into disrepair, some hardy plants have quietly returned to the urban landscape, where they
climb on buildings, sprawl by the sides of ditches, and hide from pruning shears in parks.

(3) "Internal Migrants'': Riverbank Vegetable Garden Plants in Da-lu-an Village

"Life is bitter enough, why would we want to eat bitter things like this?!"
(An old farm woman of the Amis tribe said this unanswerable question to a
companion while they were working in their fields!)

The Amis indigenous tribe of Taiwan eat many bitter foods. The Amis regard eating bitter food as a
way to absorb the spirit of the land, and they believe that eating these things keeps them in good
health, enables them to work hard outdoors, and protects them from cold, heat, and disease. In the



1960s, some "Coastal Amis" fishermen sold their land and houses near the Pacific Ocean in eastern
Taiwan and went to Keelung in northern Taiwan to work on far-seas fishing boats. Replaced in the
1970s by Filipino crewmen willing to work for less money, these Amis had no home to return to,
and instead subsisted by fishing for freshwater fish. They established settlements along several
rivers in northern Taiwan, and a group followed the Dahan River upstream. There they established
Da-lu-an (meaning "farming shack™ in the Amis language) on the barren riverbank. There, in Dasi
Township, they lived by farming and fishing.

After the "Coastal Amis" had become "Riverside Amis," because of the Amis belief in eating bitter
foods, the "Da-ya-lin" African eggplant that entered the Amis diet due to its bitter taste began to be
grown along the Dahan River.

Note* Da-ya-lin ("tire eggplant™) is an Amis word for the African eggplant, and means "like a tire"; it is derived from

the Japanese loanword "tairu™ (“tire").
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Recording of display:

2008 A Solo Exhibition by Hsu Su-chen + Lu Chien-ming **Plant-Matter NeoEden,
Melbourne City"", Domain House Gallery, Royal Botanic Melbourne, Australia

2009 A Solo Exhibition by Hsu Su-chen + Lu Chien-ming "*Plant-Matter NeoEden: Born in a



Vegetable Patch **, Shin Leh Yuan Art Space, Taipei, Taiwan
2009 Neo Kaohsiung Wave- 2™ wave: liberty-techniques, Since Well Gallery, Kaohsiung, Taiwan

2009 Carry on the Past, Open up the Future, Sin Pin Port Art Space, Kaohsiung, Taiwan

2009 Speak - Describe—2009 Cross-Strait Contemporary Art, National Taiwan Museum of Fine
Arts; National Art Museum of China

2010 “Plant- Matter NeoEden 2010—A Solo Exhibition by Hsu Su-Chen+ Lu Chien-Ming”, Art
Critique of Curation in Taiwan- Curatorical Apparatus and Biopolitics, No0.43, pp.86-91.

2012 "Internal Migrants'': Riverbank Vegetable Garden Plants in Da-lu-an Village, Da-ya-lin,
“Green Sprout”, No.52, back cover.

2013 "Internal Migrants': Riverbank Vegetable Garden Plants in Da-lu-an Village, A-paw,
“Green Sprout”, No.55, back cover.

2013 "Internal Migrants'': Riverbank Vegetable Garden Plants in Da-lu-an Village, Da-li, “Green
Sprout”, No.56, back cover.

2014 Commemorative Exhibition of Hsu Su-chen, Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Arts, Kaohsiung,

Taiwan
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