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Jury’s Comment for the 8th Annual Visual Arts Award Winner

Text: Lee Jiun-shyan

Winner: Plant-Matter NeoEden: Born in a Vegetable Patch & Material World in the Amis
Tribe of Riverbank

The project brings up abundant issues for the art community in Taiwan. As artists, Hsu and
Lu continue to get involved in the society and have combed every aspects of their involvement in
forms of art. This form, definitely, gives a new definition to the roles Taiwan artists play.

The whole activity of theirs, however, is very ambitious, and they want to construct a new
system of “taste” that is different form the mainstream middle-class taste in Taiwan; this new
system can be integrated with Amis people and realize their ambition in the actual environment.

While cooperating with an indigenous village, Hsu and Lu keep fulfilling their duties as
artists. They have also established a model for Han people to be able to participate in indigenous
society with the roles they are playing in Amis traditional culture as artists.

The exhibition also provides a solution for a long-discussed issue of Taiwan art, which is
“Local vs. International”. This “local” exhibition can actually be presented in the current
international context naturally. Therefore, a new possibility for Taiwan art’s international

imagination is emerged.



