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Insurgence through Construction—

Action Strategy for Subaltern’s Everyday Life and Society Connection of
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Abstract

The number of indigenous Taiwanese who have migrated to urban areas is
already close to the number still remaining in indigenous villages. In particular, large
numbers of Amis have moved to the northern Taiwan. Located along the Dahan River
in Taoyuan County, the village of Sa'owac is one of a small number urban
communities still containing first-generation indigenous residents who remember their
life experiences back in the villages of eastern Taiwan. However, because of
differences in language, customs, and economic status, these individuals drifted to the
urban margin. The 18 elderly Amis residents who were forced out of their homes in
the name of urban development in February 2009 have now established Taiwan's
smallest Amis village, and the Amis village with the oldest population. Thanks to
awareness created through a social resistance and cultural revival movement,
second-generation urban Amis helped provide the labor needed to complete the
village reconstruction project. Although their village has since been reconstructed, the
residents still have a sense of urgency, and are pursuing the goals of community
autonomy and cultural village development.

This paper discusses the new path of insurgence developed by two
artists—Su-Chen Hsu and Chien-Ming Lu since 2008 on the basis of a public arts
platform. These artists, who participated in village's reconstruction and cultural
movement, took part in the 5™ Tsai Jui-Yueh Dance Festival with their
work--"Building Homes: Realizing a Social Contract"--which interprets how the
dominant indigenous culture can enter the metropolis, and exist on the urban margin--
the artists' Tsai Jui-Yueh Dance Research Institute. This performance has developed a
mutual-help home-building performance suitable for small societies. While gazing at
a different culture's collective organization and group learning methods, they present
the complex context and social realization of "residence,” and hope to spur the
discussion of public issues and the development of cultural diversity.

"Building Homes" has an action strategy highlighting the value of "subaltern’s
everyday life ," and attempt to break though the social aid concept of assimilated
violence brought by "false publicness.” While the movement group’'s long-term
collective voice has made society understand the deprived circumstances of urban
indigenous peoples, this paper uses the issue of society's “cultural discrimination” to
re-examine the glaring long-term absence of subaltern consciousness in the light of
classical Marxist class theory and economic determinism. Our action strategy in the
face of this phenomena is to promote to subject of utterance and cultural diversity of



the village subalterns of "Home-Building Activity." The end of the paper also
discusses the active effects of the public, segments of the public, and within the
village when the communication media are used to implement a full-scale resistance
campaign.

Keywords: culture discrimination, Social Contract, insurgence through construction,
sakafiyaw (neighborhood building organization), subaltern’s everyday life,
home-building activity
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